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NORTHBRIDGE, JUVENILE CURFEW 

641. Ms S.E. WALKER to the Minister for Indigenous Affairs:   
I refer the minister to the planned curfew in Northbridge.   

(1) Is the minister aware of the comments by the Labor member for Kimberley, Carol Martin, who has 
described the plan as policy on the run and stated that it will fast-track juveniles into the criminal justice 
system and that it was not properly thought through?  

(2) Is the minister aware of comments by the Noongar Patrol chairman Neville Collard that the policy 
would put us back 50 years?  Is the minister aware of comments made by the Chief Executive of the 
Aboriginal Legal Service of Western Australia, Dennis Eggington, that the Premier is missing the 
point?  Is the minister aware of the claim made by the executive officer of the Deaths in Custody Watch 
Committee, Paul Delphin, that the proposal is a return to the white Australia policy?   

(3) When was the minister first made aware of the proposed curfew, and does he agree with the concerns 
expressed by the Aboriginal community?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
(1)-(3) I could approach this multifaceted question in several ways.  I will refer to the issue of when we first 

became aware of the curfew proposal.  As the Premier has explained -  

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  What about the member for Kimberley’s comments?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  That was another question, which I will answer in a moment.  The member for Carine 
should be patient.  I will work my way through the member’s question.  This proposal has been on the table for 
some time, as the Premier revealed.  I will inform members of the difference between what is happening now 
and what happened in the past.  This is a very difficult decision to make.  It is a politically hot decision to make.  
The difference between what is happening now and what has happened in the past is that this Government is 
prepared to make these kinds of decisions.  They are difficult and full of problems.  We know that these 
decisions will raise concerns among people who are usually our own supporters.  That contrasts with the 
previous Government’s performance when this type of proposal was continually floated.  It threatened to do this 
or that but it never had the guts or the bottle to do it.  It never had the capacity or the leadership to make these 
types of decisions.  That was its problem.  For representatives of the opposition side of politics in Western 
Australia - 

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  There is division in your ranks.  The Premier made comments about that today.  What 
about the division in your ranks?   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Who will stand up for Aboriginal people in the Labor Party these days?  No-one.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Standing here reminds me of a passage in the first book of The Divine Comedy in 
Dante’s Inferno.  I think it is canto XIII - 

Point of Order 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Mr Speaker, I draw your attention to the standing order on relevance.  Clearly the minister’s 
answer is not relevant to the question asked.  Mr Speaker, I ask you to call the minister to order.   

The SPEAKER:  There is no point of order.  While we have this break, I call to order the members for Perth, 
Carine and Warren-Blackwood.   

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  If my memory serves me rightly, it is canto XIII of the Inferno, when in their descent 
into hell, Dante and Virgil cross one of the rivers of hell, which I think is called the Phlegethon.  They are 
confronted with a deep, dark foreboding forest.  In the forest perched in the trees are strange creatures that are 
half woman and half beast.   

Point of Order 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  The Minister for Indigenous Affairs is making a mockery of our standing orders.  The 
question posed to the minister was clear.  Sadly his answer is unclear and it breaches the standing orders on 
relevance.  I ask you, Mr Speaker, to bring that to the minister’s attention.   

The SPEAKER:  That is very close to canvassing my ruling.  However, the minister’s answer has moved on and 
I am positive that he has finished reciting his past readings and is now about to direct his answer specifically to 
the question.   

Questions without Notice Resumed 
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Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I will.   

Ms S.E. Walker interjected.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The harpies shrieking their strange lament!   

To be directly lectured to by the crowd, the riffraff, the rabble, the dross of a political party opposite on anything 
to do with Aboriginal affairs in Western Australia is the epitome of hypocrisy.  For eight years all those 
members in the former coalition Government ran a blatantly racist approach to Aboriginal policy in Western 
Australia.  It was blatantly racist and all of them signed up to it.  They know it.  The High Court found 7-0 that 
the former Government had conducted a blatantly racist approach to indigenous affairs in this State.  Cloaked in 
the generosity of spirit that political office can provide, the Leader of the Opposition seemed to stand out as a 
person who swam against that tide.  However, now that he is revealed for what he really is, we see the truth.  The 
blatantly racist politics of the 1990s reflected what goes on in the minds of all members opposite.  That is why 
indigenous people in this State vote against them time and again.  They know how members opposite think and 
feel.   

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The harpies shriek their strange lament.   

Of course I am aware of the concerns raised by various people about this decision.  Their concerns were 
predictable, because it is a very controversial matter.  This one of the most difficult issues faced by the 
community.  Broadly, it concerns our relationship with the indigenous community; specifically, it concerns what 
we can do and how we will further the interests of Aboriginal children who are at risk.  We have put in place a 
very comprehensive package in response to the Gordon inquiry, which the crowd opposite, which is steeped in 
racism, would never have dreamt of.   

Point of Order 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  I object to the minister using the word “racist”.  I am not a racist and I object to it.   

The SPEAKER:  It has always been held that such a comment in relation to a specific member is deemed to be 
unparliamentary; however, collective comments are not.   

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  This is a difficult issue for Western Australia.  Indigenous people from every other State 
and all the other State Governments now point to Western Australia and say that there is now a Government in 
Australia that is trying to put in place real policies to effect positive outcomes for Aboriginal people.  There will 
always be controversy about some elements of the decision we have made.  However, if a Government has the 
guts to make courageous decisions, it will not make everybody happy all the time.  This is a difficult issue.  I 
appreciate the views of people like Neville Collard.  I know him.  He lives in my electorate.  I appreciate the 
views of all the people who have spoken out on this issue.  However, in the end, I am sure that all those people 
will agree that the Government will be judged on the outcomes, just as Aboriginal people in Western Australia 
have consistently judged that lot opposite on their outcomes.   

Mr B.K. Masters interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Vasse to order for the first time.   
 


